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1 . AS FOLLOW-UP TO DISCUSSION REPORTED REFTEL, VON PFETTEN 
(GERMAN EMBASSY) ASKED TO SEE US OCTOBER 12 TO PROVIDE 
FURTHER GERMAN VIEWS CONCERNING TREATMENT OF TANK ARMY 
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MODIFICATION IN GERMAN INITIATIVE. 

2. READING FROM INSTRUCTIONS, VON PFETTEN SAID THAT GERMAN 
MOD HAS EXAMINED ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES TO DEALING WITH 
TANK ARMY OBJECTIVE WITHIN CONTEXT OF NEW INITIATIVE. BASED 
ON MOD EXAMINATION, "GERMAN GOVERNMENT" HAS COME TO CONCLU- 
SION THAT WE SHOULD RETAIN CURRENT NATO DEMAND FOR WITH- 
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DRAWAL OF SOVIET TANK ARMY, AND THAT WE SHOULD ONLY OFFER 
IN NEW INITIATIVE A TANK ARMY MODIFICATION PERTAINING TO 
SOVIET EQUIPMENT TO BE WITHDRAWN AND LIMITED AS DESCRIBED 
IN LAST PART OF PARA 7(2) OF GERMAN TEXT IN REF A. 

3. FRG MOD ASSESSMENT CONCLUDED THAT PARA 7(2) OF GERMAN 
TEXT IN REF A IS NOT "SUFFICIENT" AS IT STANDS. IF THIS 
OPTION IS CHOSEN, CONTINUED VON PFETTEN, WEST WOULD HAVE 

TO ASK ADDITIONALLY FOR WITHDRAWAL OF "COMMAND STRUCTURE 
STAFF" (PRESUMABLY THE ARMY HEADQUARTERS ELEMENT) AS WELL 
AS OF 5 DIVISIONS SPECIFICALLY FROM GSFG. SINCE THIS 
APPROACH CLOSELY RESEMBLES CURRENT ALLIED APPROACH AS 
DESCRIBED IN PARA 7(1) OF GERMAN TEXT IN REF A, GERMANS 
PREFER TO KEEP THAT PARA IN THEIR INITIATIVE AS STATEMENT 
OF NATO POLICY. 

4. VON PFETTEN SAID THAT FRG ALSO PREFERRED TO DELETE 
BRACKETED PORTION OF PARA 7(2) OF THE GERMAN TEXT. THIS 
WOULD RESULT IN THAT PARA ADDRESSING ONLY THE QUESTION OF 
WITHDRAWAL AND LIMITATION OF SOVIET EQUIPMENT. 

5. TO SMOOTH NATO CONSULTATIONS, CONTINUED VON PFETTEN, 

"IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE" FOR US, UK, AND FRG TO AGREE TO 
SUPPORT ONE OF ALTERNATIVES UNDER PARA 7. VON PFETTEN 
REPEATED GERMAN PREFERENCE FOR WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS 
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"OPTION I" IN PARA 7(1). HE NOTED THAT THE FRG HAS MOVED 
TOWARD UK PREFERENCE IN THIS RESPECT. HE OBSERVED THAT FRG 
DOES NOT KNOW IF US HAS MOVED IN SAME DIRECTION. 

6. IF US HAS NOT MOVED TOWARD "UK PREFERENCE" ("OPTION I” 

AS DESCRIBED ABOVE), VON PFETTEN SAID GERMAN INITIATIVE 
WOULD HAVE TO INCLUDE BOTH OPTIONS, PARAS 7(1) AND 7(2) 

AS ORIGINALLY SET FORTH IN REF A INCLUDING BRACKETS. 

7. IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUERY, VON PFETTEN SAID IT WAS 
UNCLEAR TO HIM WHETHER THIS NEW GERMAN APPROACH HAD BEEN 
APPROVED BY GENSCHER AND LEBER. HE ASSUMED, HOWEVER, THAT 
IT HAD BEEN APPROVED BY BOTH, ALTHOUGH HE NOTED THAT 
GENSCHER IS NOW IN TOKYO. 

8. IN RESPONSE TO VON PFETTEN'S STATEMENT, WE TOLD HIM US 
FEELS VERY STRONGLY THAT IT IS TIME FOR SERIOUS SUBSTANTIVE 
MBFR INITIATIVE DESIGNED TO GIVE NEGOTIATIONS THE POLITICAL 
PUSH NEEDED TO GET THEM OFF OF DEAD CENTER. WE UNDERSTOOD 
THAT HMG AND FRG SHARED THIS POINT OF VIEW. WITH THIS 
CONSIDERATION IN MIND, WE HAVE WORKED BILATERALLY WITH 
GERMANS AND TRILATERALLY WITH GERMANS AND BRITISH TO DEVISE 
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INITIATIVE THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH MAINTENANCE OF AT, I. TED 
SECURITY, THAT WOULD PROMOTE UNDIMINISHED SECURITY FOR NATO, 
AND THAT WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH KEY ELEMENTS OF ALLIANCE 
NEGOTIATING APPROACH SUCH AS PARITY AND COLLECTIVITY. WE 
THOUGHT SUBSTANCE OF FIRST GERMAN DRAFT OF NEW INITIATIVE, 
WHICH WE REVIEWED IN SUMMER, WENT IN RIGHT DIRECTION. THAT 
PAPER, WE POINT OUT, INCLUDED TANK ARMY MODIFICATION. AT 
LONDON TRILATERAL, US CONTINUED TO PRESS FOR TANK ARMY 
MODIFICATION AND WE UNDERSTOOD THAT GERMAN DELEGATION IN 
LONDON SUPPORTED THIS VIEW AS WELL. 

9. IN OUR OPINION, WE ADDED, NEW INITIATIVE WOULD BE 
SERIOUSLY UNDERCUT IF IT WERE DEPRIVED OF SUBSTANTIVE WEIGHT 
PROVIDED BY TANK ARMY MODIFICATION. FOR THAT REASON, WE 
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CONTINUE TO SUPPORT IDEA OF MODIFYING TANK ARMY OBJECTIVE 
ALONG LINES AGREED TO PREVIOUSLY BETWEEN BONN AND 
WASHINGTON. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND. WE STRESSED THAT WE 
WOULD HOPE TO HAVE FULL FRG SUPPORT FOR TANK ARMY MODIFICA- 
TION. OUR MUTUAL EFFORTS COULD BE USEFULLY DIRECTED TOWARD 
OBTAINING UK SUPPORT FOR TANK ARMY MODIFICATION, ALTHOUGH 
WE RECOGNIZED THE CHALLENGE THAT THIS POSED FOR US AND FRG. 

IN CLOSING, WE REITERATED OUR HOPE THAT FRG COULD JOIN US 
IN SUPPORTING TANK ARMY MODIFICATION AND WE UNDERTOOK TO 
WEIGH CAREFULLY POINTS MADE BY VON PFETTEN AND TO PROVIDE 
ANY ADDITIONAL US REACTION THAT MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE. VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, MUTUAL FORCE REDUCTIONS, TANKS (COMBAT VEHICLES), MEETING 
REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE245538 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MHUMPHREYS:SHC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770372-0926 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 064/aaaacchl. tel 

Line Count: 147 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 613bf830-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ACDA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 243803, 77 BONN 16902 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 932314 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MBFR: NEW INITIATIVE 
TAGS: PARM, GE, US, NATO, MBFR 
To: USNATO BONN MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/61 3bf830-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



